J21 KEEL INSPECTION WARNING – from MIKE SENIOR

I thought I had better send you this to pass on to other J21 owners.

I had been aware that there was some rust on the roller and strap bracket on

my keel.  I had been meaning to lower the keel for years, but was never

confident enough until I investigated the cause of stiffness when raising it.

At the lower end of the rear bracket, which is difficult to see, the

corrosion had got so bad that the bottom roller had sprung out of the

bracket, forcing what was left of the bracket against the side of the keel

box.  The corrosion at the top, which is visible was much less severe.

The way to check is to remove the cover plate underneath and lower the keel

as much as possible, e.g. onto the ground.  The bracket can then be seen by

torchlight (with difficulty) from underneath.  I have now lowered it right

down into a hole dug for the purpose and am replacing both brackets.  When

I've finished I'll write this up for other owners, but in the meantime I

recommend that the bracket is checked before launching.

Good to see the report of the 215 in Sailing Today.

Regards

Mike

